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ABOUT CHILDSAFE
SOUTH AFRICA
Safety and security don't just happen, they are the result of collective
consensus and public investment. We owe our children, the most vulnerable
citizens in our society, a life free of violence and fear.

NELSON MANDELA
ChildSafe South Africa (SA) is a Child Accident Prevention Foundation of Southern Africa (CAPFSA) campaign and
a member of Safe Kids Worldwide.

VISION
To create a safer world for children.

MISSION
To promote the child’s right to safety through research, education, environmental
change, and recommendations for legislation.

To be a recognised source for national research data on child accidents and injuries.

To be recognised as a national point of reference and a provider of child safety
information.
To work in close cooperation with the government, the corporate and business
sectors, industry NGOs, academic and other educational institutions, and societal
communities.

ChildSafe SA is a registered Non-Profit Organisation, NPO 003-467, and Public Benefit Organisation, PBO
18/11/13/4312 child accident prevention unit based at the Red Cross War Memorial Children's Hospital, Klipfontein
Road, Rondebosch.

CHILDSAFE PROGRAMMES/INTERVENTIONS 2021/22
Home and Child Safety Training
Upskilling of Early Childhood Development (ECD) centre practitioners and teachers
Training of ECD practitioners and teachers in Paediatric First Aid
Encouraging safe and responsible driver behaviour through the Safe Travel to School programme
Contributing to the United Nations Global Plan – Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030 through the
Walking Safely to school programme, through implementing Safe Systems Approach interventions for
pedestrian safety and education
Encourage and advocate for safer pedestrian, passenger, and driver safety interventions through education
and collaboration with partners and stakeholders.
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MESSAGE FROM
OUR CHAIRPERSON
It is more than 15 years ago, and I am a young communications professional in
the fundraising sector speaking to the anguished parents of children who, if
they survive their injuries, will need to navigate their new reality with
disfiguring scars and months of painful rehabilitation and corrective surgery.
What struck me most about their stories was how many of the incidents
happened in the home and could have been prevented. This was the very
premise upon which the founder of ChildSafe, the late Professor Emeritus Sid
Cywes, was inspired to start the organisation, formerly known as the Child
Accident Prevention Foundation of Southern Africa.
After Professor Cywes graduated from the University of Cape Town with MBChB
in 1953, he became a lecturer in Surgery at UCT and remained at the Red Cross
War Memorial Children’s Hospital throughout his career until his retirement in
1996. As the first surgeon in South Africa to restrict his practice entirely to
Paediatric Surgery, Professor Cywes was well placed to appreciate the impact
that accident prevention would have on the number of children that ended up
on his operating table.
So, when the former Chairperson of ChildSafe, Professor Sebastian van As,
asked me to fill his very large shoes, I saw it as an opportunity to honour
Professor Cywes’ vision and serve the passionate ChildSafe team as they work to
reduce and prevent intentional and unintentional childhood injuries through
action and empowerment through research, education, environmental change,
and advocacy.

Whenever I am asked why I
accepted the role of Chair
of ChildSafe, I imagine
myself standing in the
corridor of the Burns Unit at
the Red Cross War Memorial
Children’s Hospital in Cape
Town.

2021 and 2022 saw a few changes to the ChildSafe Board of Directors with
resignations from Frans Bicker-Caarten and Professor Ashley van Niekerk. We
are indebted to them for their expertise and time invested in the organisation.
There were also changes at the Executive level with Finance Executive Thilda
Nel ably holding the role of interim Executive Director until we were fortunate
to secure Zaitoon Rabaney for the role.
Zaitoon, former Bequest and Major Donor Officer at the Cape of Good Hope SPCA, has more than 25 years of experience in the
NGO sector and 10 years in executive leadership. She joined ChildSafe as Executive Director on 1 February 2022.
As a Social Science graduate with an Honours degree in Social Work, Zaitoon is a gift to ChildSafe as she has high regard for
robust governance processes and guidelines as the foundation for courageous, out-of-the-box strategic thinking. Zaitoon has
already implemented strategic and operational changes to strengthen the organisation ensuring increased impact and
sustainability.
Over the reporting period, the Board focused its energy on ensuring the organisation's sustainability through careful
governance and amendments to the Constitution to provide a relevant and agile landscape for fundraising and program
implementation. The Board's expertise has been felt in the many contributions from the sub-committees including HR policies
and processes, finance systems for compliance and control, and the careful stewardship of donor funding. During the transition
of executive leadership, several Board members leaned in to supply extra support and I thank them for their contributions.
As ChildSafe emerges into our new post-COVID world and the effects that it had on the traditional workplace, I want to thank
the ChildSafe team for their resilience and fortitude in continuing to get the job done despite the trying circumstances. We are
fortunate to have a team of experienced professionals who value the importance of stakeholder relationships and
collaboration.
On behalf of the Board of ChildSafe and our committed team of professionals, I want to thank our funders, partners, and
stakeholders who continue to support our vision to see a safer world for our children. As ChildSafe reports on its work in
research, education, and advocacy, the true impact of our work is harder to measure as it should be counted as fewer
paediatric admissions to trauma units and the number of children who will never end up in the Burns Unit at the Red Cross
War Memorial Children's Hospital.

Eleni White

CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD
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MESSAGE FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It is not the strongest or the most intelligent who will survive but those who
can best manage change

CHARLES DARWIN
The quotation above has special meaning as this reporting period was driven by a collective of individuals who proved
that the changes for the organisation were managed in the best of ways and in the best interest of the organisation.
ChildSafe had one unique experience, one of managing a change of leadership during this reporting period not once,
but thrice! Below you will read the messages from all three!

YOLANDE BAKER, APRIL - JULY 2021
Since the last report, I bid a fond and sad farewell to
ChildSafe. However, I am encouraged to know that
ChildSafe still punches above its weight by being the
thought leader and key programme implementer, and
provider of strategic information on interventions to raise
awareness and build skills for parents, caregivers, and
communities to prevent injuries in young children.
As every year, ChildSafe builds on its achievements and
continues to go from strength to strength, absorbing a
change of leadership and fresh ideas to remain relevant,
creative, ever more resilient, and focused on driving injury
prevention work forward in under-resourced and neglected
communities.
I wish to join ChildSafe partners in congratulating the
Board and Staff on their commitment and vision for the
organisation and its important work of keeping children
free from injury.

Yolande Baker

THILDA NEL, AUGUST 2021 - JANUARY 2022
What a challenge and opportunity I faced all in one! I am a
Finance Specialist; this was indeed a wonderful
opportunity to show agility in terms of what needed to be
done. I assumed the role of Interim Director just as Yolande
Baker left at the end of July and Professor Van As was
leaving the Red Cros War Memorial Children’s Hospital as
the Head of the Trauma Unit to accept a position at the
Limpopo Hospital. The focus areas during my tenure
included:
Review of budgets
Billing and costing of overhead expenses
Developing a project proposal for Unicef with a focus
on pedestrian safety
Engaging with the Home Safety programme to review
information and material and
Prepared and attended at least two Board meetings
It was a delight to be part of the ChildSafe team and I wish
the Board and Staff all the best in all endeavours.

Thilda Nel
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ZAITOON RABANEY,
FEBRUARY 2022
TO DATE
According to Stats SA [1] and the South African Department of Social
Development, there are currently 228 822 registered not-for-profit organisations
(NPOs) in South Africa of which 23 492 are in the Western Cape. There are 228
822 Non-Profit Organisations (NPOs) registered in South Africa, of which 58.44%
were non-compliant with the relevant legislation. In the Western Cape, there
were 23 492 registered NPOs, and the non-compliance figure was even higher, at
60.36%. These statistics were shared with the Committee by the Department of
Social Development (DSD) during its presentation on the registration process
and the funding, monitoring, and evaluation of NPOs in the province.
Organisations must remain relevant and agile in an ever-changing environment,
which are hallmarks of sustainable organisations. ChildSafe South Africa is one of
the compliant NPOs! Governance and processes matter to the ChildSafe Board. It
is a fact that the majority of NPOs are largely dependent on donors and funders
to support operations and programmatic interventions. The impacts of the global
economic turndown, post the pandemic, are felt by many organisations which
resulted in significant declines in available donor funding. It is not the size of the
financial statement that matters, but rather the effective and transparent way
donor funds are used and reported on. ChildSafe is hopeful that new
opportunities are being pursued with new and diversified income streams as a
focus [2].
This Annual report has the highlights of the programmatic interventions showing
how the activities undertaken during the past year, resonate with the mission
and vision of the organisation. Some of the highlights for me include:
The “meet and greet” with the ChildSafe funders and stakeholders during
February and March 2022. This was foundational for the ongoing nurturing of
the relationships between the parties.
The engagements with the Board and the standing committees in terms of
the governance processes, mandates, and expectations.

The business changes.
Technology changes. The
team changes. The team
members change. The
problem isn't changing,
per se, because change is
going to happen; the
problem, rather, is the
inability to cope with
change when it comes.
KENT BECK

A special presentation by Professor Van As sharing the history of ChildSafe, information on preventable child injuries, and
learnings from his passion for and focus on the child injury prevention space as well as the opportunities to do so much
more!
Gaining education on the synergistic relationships between ChildSafe and the Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital
as well as the Children’s Hospital Trust. Relationships I look forward to building on.
One-on-one engagements with staff offered me the opportunity to gauge greater insights into the programmes and shared
values and vision for ChildSafe from various perspectives.

According to Ncedisa Nkonyeni and Kentse Radebe, both at the Bertha Centre for Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship at
the UCT Graduate School of Business, with a decrease in funding, NGOs are placed under significant pressure to deliver high
social impact whilst dealing with expectations from funders, work within the confines of restricted funding grants and illustrate
positive outcomes.
Part of the challenge is that NGOs are operating in a starvation-cycle context; NGOs with limited funding are forced to
underinvest in critical organisational operations such as financial systems, human resources, and fundraising. Some funding
grants explicitly only cover programmatic costs and not the indirect costs associated with delivering an intervention or
programme [3].
This is an important finding and must be explored and understood by the Boards and management when sourcing funding for
programmatic interventions in line with the mission of the organisation. It includes having real and transparent conversations
with funders and donors and to create the understanding that working towards real impacts and deliverables is a collaborative
effort and requires support for indirect costs in some instances.
A new strategy is planned for the immediate future, building on the new opportunities and diversifying income towards a more
sustainable platform to ensure financial security for the future. This is a priority on the agenda of the Board of ChildSafe. We
invite members and supporters of the organisation to engage constructively with us and welcome your feedback on any of the
matters in this report. We look forward to engaging with our partners, donors, supporters, and stakeholders as we plan to put
the building blocks in place for the strategic focus areas for the next five years.

Zaitoon Rabaney

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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1 Africa, S.S. n.d. An overview of the non-profit sector in South Africa.
2 Department of Social Development on its registration process, funding, monitoring, and evaluation of NPOs: PMG. 2020. Available: https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/30312/#.
3 NGOs today: Competing for resources, power, and agency, NGOs today: Competing for resources, power and agency - The Mail & Guardian (mg.co.za)

FINANCIAL REPORT
BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS

2022

2021

77 855

82 633

21 688

17 344

4 890 224
4 911 912

4 113 309
4 130 653

4 989 767

4 213 286

Sustainability Fund

1 000 000

1 000 000

Unrestricted Funds

239 228
1 239 228

115 989
1 115 989

196 122

214 759

Restricted Funds

3 554 417
3 750 539

2 882 538
3 097 297

TOTAL FUNDS & LIABILITIES

4 989 767

4 213 286

Non-Current Assets
Fixed Assets
Current Assets
Receivables
Cash & cash equivalents
TOTAL ASSETS

FUNDS AND LIABILITIES

Funds and Reserves

Liabilities
Payables

The reporting period was a rather challenging one on
various levels. The Board, as the ultimate accountable
body, had to deal with various matters. Aside from
the internal organisational issues and challenges, the
Board had to consider the external environment. The
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic were a reality and
felt throughout all spheres of organisational
structures.
The organisation had to deal with
unprecedented challenges and continual changes in
terms of the lockdown protocols as prescribed by the
Disaster Management Act. No business could predict
these new challenges, threats and opportunities
associated with the pandemic.
ChildSafe was no different, as the Board had to deal
with the realities and become more agile in creating
hybrid as well as work-from-home scenarios to
remain relevant. One of the biggest impacts of the
lockdown
regulations
was
the
stifling
of
programmatic activities in terms of deliverables. In
some instances, this created a lag in outputs.
In the year under review, ChildSafe Board Treasurer
resigned as he moved to the USA. The financial
oversight was managed by the Executive of the Board
in tandem with the Executive Director and Head of
Finance. Online meetings were held with the
Treasurer whenever required.
Fortunately, as the Annual Financial Statements for
the year attest, ChildSafe as an organisation is on a
good footing in terms of where it landed.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
INCOME STATEMENT
INCOME

2022

2021

95 048

74 283

5 716 431

4 920 557

155 721

151 276

5 967 199

5 146 116

Safe Travel to School

3 461 842

2 961 390

Child Safety Training

282 003

Contributions
Grants
Interest
TOTAL INCOME

INCOME BREAKDOWN
Interest 2,4%

Contributions 1,5%

EXPENSES

Program costs

R5.96 M

-

-

762 643

480 625

429 898

1 037 988
-

100 283
78 851

5 262 459

4 333 065

Accounting Fees

46 372

108 472

Office Costs

52 710

104 123

104 142

159 127

Promotion

-

19 099

Staff Costs

378 277

664 372

Child Safety Training

581 501

1 055 193

5%

5 843 960

5 388 258

123 239

-242 142

Walk This Way
Home Safety
Child Pedestrian Safety
PRICSA

Operating Expenses

Professional Fees

TOTAL EXPENSES
Net surplus / (deficit)

Grants 96,1%

PROGRAM EXPENSE BREAKDOWN
Operations

Safe Travel to School

10%

59%
Home Safety

8%

Child Pedestrian Safety

18%

OPERATIONS EXPENSE BREAKDOWN

Accounting Fees

Office Costs

Professional Fees

Staff Costs

8%

9%

18%

65%
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OVERVIEW OF OUR KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS
1. COMMUNICATIONS AND AWARENESS
In the last year, our Communications team spread injury prevention messages across the available mediums. This
section highlights the efforts that have been made in not only increasing the digital footprint of the organisation,
but most importantly, spreading the message to keep all children free from injury.

RADIO

NEWSPAPER

26

15

MAGAZINE

10

TV

1

I. SOCIAL MEDIA VISIBILITY
In this digital era, social media is an important part of our everyday lives. As an organisation, it is such a powerful
tool enabling us to reach, nurture and engage with our target audience, no matter their location. The table
below reflects the progress achieved in growing our fans and followers and most important, reaching potential
donors and funders.

Platform

Name/Handle used

Followers - 2021

Followers - 2022

Facebook

ChildSafe South Africa

706

845

Twitter

@ChildSafeSA

424

521

Instagram

@childsafesa

168

246

II. ROAD SAFETY INFLUENCER PROGRAMME
For the last 3 years, ChildSafe is an active part of the Western Cape Government Safely Home Road Safety
Influencer Programme. In this partnership, ChildSafe is an identified influencer and is used as a conduit for
monthly Road Safety-related messages.
Some highlights of the posts that got a lot of views this last year.
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OVERVIEW OF OUR KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS
III. SPECIAL EVENTS
United Nations Global Road Safety Week Low-speed streets save lives and are the heart of any community.
During the week of 17 - 23 May 2021 ChildSafe, government partners, schools, learners, parents, pedestrians, and
cyclists, joined the world to observe United Nations Global Road Safety Week (UNGRSW). The week focused on
advocating and creating low-speed streets. It is widely acknowledged that 30 km/h speed limits where people
walk live, and play will make the streets safe and more habitable. ChildSafe was joined in the campaign calling
for reducing speed around schools to 30km/hr, by the Western Cape Minister of Education, Ms Debbie Schӓfer,
and the Mayor of Cape Town, Hon. Dan Plato.
UNGRSW is a biennial global road safety campaign hosted by World Health Organisation (WHO). It brings
together individuals, governments, NGOs, corporations, and other organisations from around the world to raise
awareness of road safety and make changes that will reduce the number of road deaths.
This year the slogan was: Streets for Life and the hashtag #Love30 (or #Love20 where mph was used).

IV. CHILD RESTRAINT AWARENESS PROGRAMME
ChildSafe, in collaboration with the Road Accident
Fund (RAF) and The Directorate Road Safety
Management of the Western Cape Department of
Transport and Public Works, partnered in
interventions. Together we organised a series of
programs to raise awareness about the importance
of child restraints. RAF donated 200 brand new car
seats to be distributed with education to deserving
recipients. The car seat distribution events were
kickstarted in September to coincide with the
Western Cape Safely Home calendar theme, which
was seatbelt, #AlwaysBuckleUp.
In September and October 2021 four events were
held in Paarl, Grassy Park, the Red Cross War
Memorial Children’s Hospital, and Hermanus. All
these events were started with an informal sit-in
session where parents received information about
the proper use and importance of using car seats.
All the families who received car seats were shown
how to install them in their vehicles. In total, 100
car seats were successfully distributed. The
initiative benefited many families.
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OVERVIEW OF OUR KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS
V. WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims is commemorated on the third Sunday of November each
year. It is a global event to remember the millions who have died and been seriously injured on the world’s roads
and to acknowledge the suffering of all affected victims, families, and communities.
The day is commemorated across all continents – not only by NGOs advocating for road safety and road victims,
but also by governments and all related and relevant stakeholders. On this day, we pay tribute to the resolute
emergency crews, police, and medical professionals, who deal daily with the traumatic aftermath of road crashes.
ChildSafe and its partners including the Ford Foundation, Eastern and Western Cape Department of Transport,
South Africans Against Drunk Driving (SADD), and others joined the world in commemorating this important day
on 21 November 2021 at AFM Grace Fellowship Church in KwaZakhele, Gqeberha and St Georges Cathedral in
Cape Town.

The purpose of the day was to supply a platform for
road traffic victims and their families to:
Remember all people killed and seriously injured on
the roads.
Acknowledge the crucial work of emergency services.
Advocate for better support for road traffic victims
and victim families; and
Educate the community on road safety and give tips
as we were leading up to the holidays with many
people travelling by road.

VI. WORLD DAY FOR SOCIAL WORK
15 March 2022 was World Social Workday. In support of this day, ChildSafe identified Social Work organisations
namely Child Welfare, Christine Revell Children’s Home, Ikamva Labantu, and Cape Mental Health who were the
recipients of donated child restraints.
A huge thank you to The Road Accident Fund for this generous donation. This activity supports Target 8 of the
United Nations Global Plan Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021 - 2031; namely - By 2030 to increase the
proportion of motor vehicle occupants using safety belts or standard child restraint systems to close to 100%.
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PROGRAMMATIC FOCUS AREAS
2. SAFE TRAVEL TO SCHOOL (STTS) DRIVER BEHAVIOUR
INTERVENTIONS
The Safe Travel To School (STTS) programme aims to make scholars’ daily journeys safer, by encouraging scholar
drivers to install a telematic tracking device that helps them check four key driving behaviours, namely: braking,
cornering, accelerating, and speeding. The tracking device records and checks the driving performance of each
driver for each trip and each driver is sent his or her driving results.
This programme is funded by the Discovery Fund. Good driver behaviour is incentivised through funding support.
Drivers taking part in this programme are also afforded opportunities to undergo the following, at no cost to the
driver:
Health checks
Eye checks and support
Defensive driving courses and
Basic First Aid training principles
During the latter part of 2021, the funder initiated discussions about their intention to expand this programme to
other regions. ChildSafe is keen to see the impact that the expansion of the programme will have at a national
level.

2.1 HOME SAFETY PROGRAMME AND INTERVENTIONS
Children under the age of 6 years are most at risk of preventable injuries such as burns, falls, poisoning,
suffocation, drowning, choking, and electrocution. The Home Safety Programme (HSP) works to create safe
environments for young children under 6 years in and around the home through education. The HSP
collaborates with caregivers, parents, child health and community workers, as well as early childhood
development practitioners. The main aim is to build knowledge, education, and capacity to prevent future
injuries.
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PROGRAMMATIC FOCUS AREAS
i. Liaisons with the various hospital departments
The Home Safety Programme also works closely with different wards of the Red Cross War Memorial Children's
Hospital to ensure that caregivers of children who were admitted for preventable injuries are provided with
education and counselling before the child is discharged. The aim is to prevent the recurrence of injuries for the
same child and provide caregivers with knowledge on the prevention of injuries within their own homes.

Approximately 80% of child injuries presented to the Red Cross War
Memorial Children's Hospital are sustained in and around the child’s home.
REFERRALS FROM THE HOSPITAL TO CHILDSAFE
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The Social Work Department and the other wards of the Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital refer
parents to ChildSafe, whenever they see that a parent would benefit from Safety Education. This one-on-one
session involves a counselling session with a social worker/counsellor and a demonstration in the Centre’s
Safety Room. Caregivers are counselled on how to care for the child at home, both physically and
psychologically. Resources are availed at the end of the session.
Every year, the Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital treats approximately 1000 children for burn
injuries. Within the Home Safety Programme is a Burn Prevention Project which consists of two innovative
concepts to prevent burns, namely the Safer Candle, and the Kettle Strap initiatives.
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PROGRAMMATIC FOCUS AREAS
ii. Early Childhood Development Training Workshops
ChildSafe received funding from the Department of Social Development (DSD) to train Early Childhood
Development (ECD) practitioners (teachers and principals) on Child Safety and Paediatric First Aid. These
workshops were held over two days. ECD participants from Ikamva Labantu in Khayelitsha received training.
Additionally, ChildSafe trained trained 10 Ikamva Labantu field workers. These field workers were part of the
Ikamva Labantu Afternoon Angels programme. The Afternoon Angels is an after-school program started by a
group of women from Cape Town’s townships. These women have opened their homes to local children to
supply a place of safety where they can receive a nutritious meal, emotional support, and a space to play in the
afternoons. This is an initiative-taking and preventative measure that keeps children away from the dangers of
the streets and supplies a warm, nurturing environment for them to feel safe, supported, and free. The Afternoon
Angels programme is a community initiative that ChildSafe was proud to support.
ECD practitioners from the South African Environment Programme (SAEP), based in Phillipi, received subsided
training from this programme in uplifting the knowledge base of the practitioners about good childcare
practices. The second day of training was focused on Paediatric First Aid training. A certificate of competence is
issued.
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PROGRAMMATIC FOCUS AREAS
iii. Community Health Care Centres Outreach
The Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital is a referral hospital and most patients treated for injuries, are
referred from day hospitals and community-based health centers. Also, the Red Cross War Memorial Children’s
hospital is a tertiary hospital that attends to serious injuries whilst other non-serious injuries are treated at
primary (clinics) and secondary (day hospital) level. Our mission is to reduce the number of preventable injuries
to children, thus our interventions will not only be directed at tertiary level, but also primary and secondary
health level.

iv. Child Safety Education During Nurses Orientation
Annually, ChildSafe partakes in the orientation of new nurses at the Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital.
ChildSafe is given a slot to present to the new nurses about the role it plays at the hospital and services that it
provides. This year’s orientation of new nurses’ program was held from the 1st-24th February 2022 and the
ChildSafe presentation was on the 4th of February 2022.
The objective of these orientation sessions is that these health care practitioners are aware and educated on
ChildSafe as well as the unintentional injuries which occur at home.

v. Accreditation
With the funding from the Department of Social Development ChildSafe provisioned a portion towards a fully
accredited “Preventing Injuries in Children” course to scale up the training of ECD practitioners. The process of
accreditation and development of new qualifications is intensive and new to ChildSafe. ChildSafe has spent time
researching the best service provider who can help this process and decided on which SETA is aligned with our
child injury prevention work. In December 2021, ChildSafe appointed a service provider to facilitate the
accreditation process. The process has started, and we are hoping that by next year our child safety training
workshops will be fully accredited and we look forward to having this as an income-generating stream for
ChildSafe.
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PROGRAMMATIC FOCUS AREAS
2.2 PEDESTRIAN SAFETY PROGRAMMES AND INTERVENTIONS
There are currently two ChildSafe projects that fall under the umbrella of pedestrian safety, namely: the Ford
Foundation Scholar pedestrian project and the FIA Foundation Walking Safely to School (WATCH) project.

i. Child Pedestrian Safety Programme – Ford Foundation
This Ford Foundation-funded project started in February 2021 and is implemented in two sites namely Mamelodi
(Tshwane) and KwaZakhele (Gqeberha). Other project partners include the provincial governments of Gauteng
and the Eastern Cape as well as the relevant local municipalities, namely the City of Tshwane and the Nelson
Mandela Bay Municipality.
Progress was made during the period under review. This included road safety training for teachers, as well as
awareness events including the 6th United Nations Global Road Safety Week, International Walk to School Day
2021, and the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims 2021.
It is important to note the impacts of the pandemic. COVID-19 hampered this project as some project activities
had to be cancelled (e.g., group learner road safety sessions) or were delayed e.g., school zone road safety audits
which in turn delayed the implementation of environmental modifications. Other factors which affected the
delivery of the activities included:
The
The
The
The
The

closure of schools
rotational attendance of learners at certain times
limitation on the number of learners at school at a given time
social distance regulations as well as
impacts on the education curriculum to be completed within a set period

An application for an extension was granted in December 2021.

2

13

8546

240

Provinces with active
pedestrian safety
projects

Primary schools taking
part in a pedestrian road
safety project

Learners took part and
reached road safety
education and materials

Teachers trained to
provide proper and
practical classroom road
safety education

158

15

15

240

Early Childhood
Practitioners trained

Learners took part in
the Photovoice
Research

Road Safety kits
issued

Teacher lesson plans

84

110

150

People who raised
community awareness of
child pedestrian safety
through participating in
the Global Road Safety
Week Event (21 learners
and 63 adults)

People who raised
community awareness of
child pedestrian safety
through participating in the
International Walk To
School Day Event (100
learners and 10 teachers)

People who raised
community awareness of
child pedestrian safety
through participating in
World Day of
Remembrance
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PROGRAMMATIC FOCUS AREAS

ii. Walking Safely to School: FIA Foundation
The Walking Safely to School project is a multi-stakeholder project implemented in Khayelitsha, Cape Town over
two years (June 2021-May 2023). Along with ChildSafe and the FIA Foundation, other key project partners include
the Western Cape Government through its Departments of Education and Transport, the City of Cape Town
Municipality, and the George Institute for Global Health (UK).
The project supports the implementation of a multi-sectoral, multi-level approach to preventing child pedestrian
injuries. It aims to build safer school zones that can simultaneously address the vulnerabilities of child
pedestrians around project schools while creating a model for implementation and expansion across the
province and eventually the country. The project was launched in August 2021 and to date, satisfactory progress
has been made in some of the components of the project.
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PROGRAMMATIC FOCUS AREAS
These activities include:
Teacher road safety education training
Community engagement
Baseline surveys (including photovoice research, Star Rating for schools and learner road safety awareness
sessions)
Environmental modifications

1

6

20

187

Provinces with active
pedestrian safety
projects

Schools taking part
in a pedestrian road
safety project

Learners took part in
the Photovoice
Research

Parents informed of the
importance of modelling
safe pedestrian behaviour

51

6

51

Teachers trained to provide
proper and practical
classroom road safety
education

Schools surveyed for Star
Ratings (SR4S

Teacher lesson plans
distributed
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PERSONAL TRIBUTES

Sr Dorothy Schulman
ChildSafe’s

Home

Safety

Programme

includes

a

Burn

Prevention module which consists of two innovative concepts
to prevent burns in the home, namely, the Safer Candle and
the Kettle Strap.
The Safer Candle project was researched and developed in
2005/2006 by Sr Dorothy Schulman, a ChildSafe volunteer and
retired registered nurse following thousands of shack fires in
informal settlements in Cape Town. It aims to reduce fires
causing severe burns and often death in children and adults
and to reduce the destruction of homes and property,
especially in impoverished communities. This has been an
ongoing project since 2006 with over ten thousand safer
candles having been distributed to local communities not only
in South Africa, but beyond.
Apart from these two programmes, Sr Schulman has been
instrumental in the processing of the Trauma Unit Forms which
are an integral part of the ChildSafe Database. However, due to
her increased health challenges , she is not able to continue
volunteering at ChildSafe. ChildSafe Board and Staff would like
to wish Sr Schulman a well-deserved and peaceful retirement
and we will greatly miss her arduous work and commitment to
the organisation.

Noluyolo Beja
Noluyolo Beja joined ChildSafe in 2018 as an Administration
Clerk from the Department of Health. When her tenure
ended in 2019, ChildSafe employed her as a Data Clerk
where she worked closely with Sr Schulman on the
ChildSafe Database. At the beginning of 2022, Red Cross
War Memorial Children’s Hospital implemented what is
known as the Hospital & Emergency Centre Tracking
Information System (HECTIS) which is an electronic tool
used to track the number and movement of patients
through the Emergency Centre. As a result, the use of
Trauma Unit Green forms would be seen being phased out.
We would like to thank Noluyolo for her dedication as a
Data Clerk and we wish her the absolute best in the next
chapter of her life.
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PERSONAL TRIBUTES

Keanen Bailey
Keanen Bailey was given the opportunity to become part of
ChildSafe through a Department of Health Internship Programme.
He started at ChildSafe in June 2021 till the end of May 2022. During
his time at ChildSafe, he was part of the Home Safety Program
activities as well as Administration and Communications support.

Quinlyn Johnston
Quinlyn Johnston joined ChildSafe as an intern from the Department of
Health Internship Programme in April 2019. When her contract ended
in 2020, we had the opportunity to extend it for another year. In 2022,
she was permanently employed at ChildSafe as Communications and
Administration Support.

Patrick Muchaka
In June 2021, Patrick Muchaka joined the ChildSafe team as the Project
Manager for the Pedestrian Safety Project. Patrick has many years of
experience in the education and road safety NGO sectors having
worked previously as an educator and as a Programme Manager for the
Global Road Safety Partnership South Africa.
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MEET OUR TEAM
Board Members and Portfolios 1 April 2021 - 31 March 2022
Name

Portfolio

Active/Resigned

Ms Eleni White

Chairperson/Fundraising

Active

Assoc Prof Denver Hendricks

Vice Chairperson/Governance

Active

Adv Andrew Brown

Legal

Active

Prof Heloise Buys

Research

Active

Dr Daan den Hollander

Research

Active

Prof Sithombo Maqungo

Research

Active

Prof Alp Numanoglu

Governance

Active

Prof Sebastian Van As

Programmes

Active

Dr Dirk von Delft

Programmes

Active

Ms Natasha Wagiet

Legal

Active

Prof Linda Ronnie

Human Resources

Active

Ms Diana Ross

Human Resources

Active

Prof Ashley van Niekerk

Research

Resigned February 2022

Mr Frans Bicker-Caarten

Treasurer/Finance

Resigned December 2021

Staff Members and Portfolios
Name

Portfolio

Ms Zaitoon Rabaney

Executive Director

Ms Shelley de Wet

Head of Finance

Ms Margie Tromp

Finance Support

Ms Giovanna Adams

Finance and Data Support

Ms Noluyolo Beja

Data Capturer

Sr Dorothy Schulman

Data Support

Ms Chiedza Mujeni

Communications and Office Manager

Ms Quinlyn Johnston

Communications and Administrative Support

Ms Pumla Nyakaza

Project Manager Home Safety

Mr Patrick Muchaka

Project Manager Pedestrian Safety

Ms Bongiwe Dlobela

Project Officer Pedestrian Safety

Ms Marcella Naidoo

Project Manager, Safe Travel to School (STTS)

Mr Alex Ntebe

STTS

Ms Ruwayda Arnold

STTS

Ms Akhona Jaxa

STTS

Mr Thulani Nxumalo

STTS

Ms Lee-Che Krieger

STTS

Mr Keanen Bailey

Intern
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PARTNERSHIPS
Funders/Donors/Supporters/Stakeholders

Discovery Trust
Elma Foundation

Ford Foundation

Woolworths Trust

Western Cape Government
FIA Foundation

Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital
Childrens Hospital Trust
Ikamva Labantu
Department of Social Development
Road Accident Fund
Radio 702
Bearfish Strategic Services
The Printing Press
Parenting Hub
City of Cape Town Engineering: Mobility and Safety
Western Cape Provincial Government: Road Safety Management

Thank you to our funders, donors and stakeholders for
supporting our mission. Your support drives the impact of our
work.
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MAKE OUR WORLD A SAFER
PLACE
The data recorded in this report informs the decisions around ChildSafe South Africa's programmatic interventions.
Many more educational interventions are needed to create greater awareness around accident prevention strategies.
Support us in this important work!

ChildSafe programmes and interventions 2021/2022
Home and Child Safety training
Upskilling of Early Childhood Development (ECD) centre practitioners and teachers
Training of ECD practitioners and teachers in Paediatric First Aid
Encouraging safe and responsible driver behaviour through the Safe Travel to School programme
Contributing to the United Nations Global Plan – Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030 through the Walking
Safely to school programme, through implementing Safe Systems Approach interventions for pedestrian safety and
education
Encourage and advocating for safer pedestrian, passenger and driver safety interventions through education working
in a collaborative way with partners and stakeholders.

MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet

SnapScan

ChildSafe is a registered MySchool MyVillage
MyPlanet beneficiary.

You can make a once off or recurring
donation to us via Snap Scan.

Please add us as a beneficiary on your card.

About ChildSafe
ChildSafe South Africa, an injury prevention unit based at the Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital is a
non-profit organization that aims to reduce and prevent injuries of children through research, education and
recommendations to legislation. We work with other non-profits, government, corporates and communities to
achieve this. Our core focus though is the prevention of unintentional injuries that are usually regarded as
accidents, such as, burns, falls, drowning, road traffic crashes, choking and poisoning.

With your ongoing support we will be able to see even greater impact this year!

Medical Emergency: 10177

Emergency from Cell: 112

Poison Information Helpline: 0861 555 777

Enquiries: info@childsafe.org.za
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